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When TJ gets a trial, the Logan children are very happy because they think he will not be killed. Mama and Papa disagree because the jury will be entirely white. Mr. Jaminson does and excellent job defending TJ. He had experiments, such as putting a black stocking over his hand and showing it to Mrs. Barnett. He also had strong evidence that TJ did not commit the crime. At the end, TJ was found guilty, mostly because of the jury s prejudice. 
This part is a very crucial part of the novel because if TJ were not convicted, the Logan children would have not ridden up to strawberry and they would not have used the white bathrooms. This incident sets a sad tone for the rest of the novel. If TJ weren t convicted, a majority of the rest of the book would deal with threats against TJ and how he deals with them. Maybe TJ would even get into more trouble with RW and Melvin. 
When Dube organizes a union with Mr. Wheeler and John Moses, they all came to Mr. Logan for help. They asked him if he could sign up all of the people in his area. Their goal is to get plantation workers 50 cents from sunup to sundown. It looked like Mr. Logan would go along with it until Mr. Wheeler blurts out that it would be a white and black union. Mr. Logan shows some resistance and never really lets Mr. Wheeler know if he would do it or not. 
This turning point is important because later on in the book the Logans go to a meeting about the union. After that, the night men ambush the next meeting (Logans don t attend). Dube, who was at the meeting, comes knocking on the Logans door asking for help. If this event would have not taken place, the second union meeting would have not gotten ambushed and all of those people wouldn t have gotten hurt. Dube wouldn t have knocked on the Logans door asking for help. The meeting could have been a success and the plantation workers (a.k.a. sharecroppers) would get 50 cents a day for work. 
My opinion on this event is why even have meetings. The book did a very poor job explaining what Mr. Wheeler and John Moses talked about. In reality, would your pay get boosted from 4 cents a day to 50 cents a day especially in time of depression? I don t think so. Also, there needs to be less talk around town about the union meetings so the plantation owners don t hear about them. I feel that Dube, Mr. Wheeler, and John Moses poorly executed all of this union stuff. 
The event when Suzella visits the Logans it a major turning point in the novel. Cassie first met Suzella up in her room when she was done changing. They start to like her, but Bud tells his disturbing news that he married a white woman. When Suzella runs into Stewart, she tries to pass as a white. This incident leads into a long discussion with mama and Suzella about being black. 
This part is critical because it leads to the most chain of events in the story. From the confertation with Stewart to the time Bud had to strip, Suzella was always in the novel. If Cousin Bud never told the Logans that he married a white woman, there would be a little more respect toward Suzella. If Suzella didn t try to pass as a white to Stewart, that would also earn her more respect. 
When Stacey leaves for the fields is probably the climax of the first half of the book. Stacey knew that his family wouldn t make enough money to pay the taxes that year, so he secretly left for the cane fields. All he left behind was a letter explaining what he planned to do and his pocketknife he left with Cassie. It took almost a whole chapter for the Logans to figure out where Stacey went. 
This part is a critical to the book because it is the climax. Without this part there would be nothing to look forward to in the book. Four chapters revolve around trying to find Stacey. If Stacey didn t leave there would be a lot of open space in the book to write in other events. The Logans would never have needed to go to Strawberry and Mr. Jaminson wouldn t have needed to spend his time trying to find TJ.
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